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California Chief Justice Suspends
Trials Statewide for 60 Days
The order also empowered trial courts to adopt any new or amended rules intended to address
the COVID-19 pandemic.

By Cheryl Miller (https://www.law.com/therecorder/author/pro�le/Cheryl-Miller/) |  March 24, 2020 at 12:17 AM

         (http://www.almreprints.com)

Chief Justice of California Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye (Photo: Jason Doiy/ALM)

Under pressure from anxious lawyers
(https://www.law.com/therecorder/2020/03/22/lawyers-press-
california-judiciary-for-uniform-operating-standards-amid-
pandemic/), court workers and judges around the state, Chief Justice Tani

Cantil-Sakauye late Monday suspended all jury trials across the state for 60

days.

In an order
(https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/6817977/Statewide-
Order-by-the-Chief-Justice-Chair-of.pdf) citing constitutional
(https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?
lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC.%206.&article=VI) and statutory
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(https://codes.�ndlaw.com/ca/government-code/gov-sect-68115.html)
authority, the chief justice also empowered trial courts to adopt “any

proposed rules or rule amendment” intended to address the COVID-19

pandemic. The courts’ rule changes will not have to circulate for the typical

45 days of public comment.

The order notes that courts have not been able to comply with orders for

Californians to stay home and to maintain six feet of distance among

themselves.

“Even if court facilities could allow for su�cient social distancing, the

closure of schools means that many court employees, litigants, witnesses,

and potential jurors cannot leave their homes to attend court proceedings

because they must stay home to supervise their children,” the order said.

“These restrictions have also made it nearly impossible for courts to

assemble juries.”
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For more than a week, Cantil-Sakauye has signed emergency orders
(https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/news/court-emergency-orders-
6794321) for courts around the state, authorizing presiding judges to

extend �ling and proceeding deadlines and to move hearings to locations

outside traditional courthouses. The result has been a patchwork of rules,

with some courts shutting down and others scaling back operations but

still allowing public access.

Prosecutors, private attorneys and public defenders have pleaded
(https://www.law.com/therecorder/2020/03/22/lawyers-press-
california-judiciary-for-uniform-operating-standards-amid-pandemic/)
with the chief justice in recent days to employ uniform standards across

the courts. Cantil-Sakauye has repeatedly referred
(https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/news/california-chief-justice-issues-
second-advisory-on-emergency-relief-measures) in statements to her

limited authority “as well as the role of independent trial courts to manage

their operations.”

That stance appeared to soften with the new order, which followed four

days of reports of potential exposures in three courthouses.

On Thursday, a Merced County judge declared a mistria
(https://www.law.com/therecorder/2020/03/20/mistrial-declared-in-
merced-murder-case-amid-covid-19-exposure-fears/)l after an expected
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witness in a three-defendant homicide trial warned the court that he had

been in contact with a colleague who subsequently tested positive for

COVID-19. The witness had attended the proceedings over several days

before he reported feeling ill on Thursday. At least two deputy district

attorneys and one defense attorney in the case have self-quarantined.

On Monday, Los Angeles County Superior Court o�cials announced
(http://www.lacourt.org/newsmedia/uploads/142020323182349NR_Edelman_March_24_2020.pdf)
that a judge handling a juvenile dependency calendar had developed

symptoms consistent with COVID-19. The court asked the unnamed judge,

who was not tested, and court sta� to self-quarantine.

That announcement followed Presiding Judge Kevin Brazile’s order
(http://www.lacourt.org/newsmedia/uploads/142020322105355NR_Sylmar_Closure_March_22_2020_FINAL.pdf)
to close the Sylmar courthouse for three days after a deputy public

defender who appeared there was diagnosed with the novel coronavirus.

Brazile on Monday said
(http://www.lacourt.org/newsmedia/uploads/142020323185249GO_March232020_FINAL.pdf)
that only attorneys, judges, court sta� and litigants with business before

the court will be allowed into the county’s 38 courthouses.

Dig Deeper
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Meanwhile, Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye on
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situation where the hearing would otherwise be
delayed because of a public health crisis.
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Merced County Superior Court Judge Carole Ash
declared a mistrial and advised everyone in the
courtroom to talk to the public health department or
a doctor. The court's executive o�cer released a
statement saying the courtroom will be disinfected.

More from ALM
CLE Center  Legal Compass  Events  Webcasts  Lawjobs  Professional Announcements

CLE Center → (http://clecenter.com)

Premium Subscription

With this subscription you will receive unlimited access to high quality, online, on-demand premium content from well-respected faculty in the legal indust
This is perfect for attorneys licensed in multiple jurisdictions or for attorneys that have ful�lled their CLE requirement but need to access resourceful
information for their practice areas.

View Now (http://clecenter.com/Program/Premium.aspx)

Team Accounts

Our Team Account subscription service is for legal teams of four or more attorneys. Each attorney is granted unlimited access to high quality, on-demand
premium content from well-respected faculty in the legal industry along with administrative access to easily manage CLE for the entire team.

View Now (http://clecenter.com/CleForFirm/Default.aspx)

Bundle Subscriptions

Gain access to some of the most knowledgeable and experienced attorneys with our 2 bundle options! Our Compliance bundles are curated by CLE
Counselors and include current legal topics and challenges within the industry. Our second option allows you to build your bundle and strategically select 
content that pertains to your needs. Both options are priced the same.

View Now (http://clecenter.com/Default.aspx)

TOPICS  (/TOPICS/)  SURVEYS & RANKINGS  (/RANKINGS/)  CASES  (/THERECORDER/CASE-DIGESTS/)  ALL SECTIONS  (/THERECORDER/SITEMAP/)

https://www.law.com/therecorder/2020/03/20/mistrial-declared-in-merced-murder-case-amid-covid-19-exposure-fears/
https://www.law.com/therecorder/2020/03/20/mistrial-declared-in-merced-murder-case-amid-covid-19-exposure-fears/
https://www.law.com/author/profile/Cheryl-Miller/
http://clecenter.com/
http://clecenter.com/Program/Premium.aspx
http://clecenter.com/CleForFirm/Default.aspx
http://clecenter.com/Default.aspx
https://www.law.com/topics/
https://www.law.com/rankings/
https://www.law.com/therecorder/case-digests/
https://www.law.com/therecorder/sitemap/


3/24/2020 California Chief Justice Suspends Trials Statewide for 60 Days | The Recorder

https://www.law.com/therecorder/2020/03/24/california-chief-justice-suspends-trials-statewide-for-60-days/?kw=California Chief Justice Suspends Trial… 8/8

Sign Up Today and Never Miss Another Story.
As part of your digital membership, you can sign up for an unlimited number of a wide range of
complimentary newsletters. Visit your My Account (https://store.law.com/Registration/myAccount.aspx?
promoCode=CA#/EmailPref) page to make your selections. Get the timely legal news and critical analysis
you cannot afford to miss. Tailored just for you. In your inbox. Every day.

Subscribe Now

(https://store.law.com/Registration
promoCode=CA#/EmailPref)

Privacy Policy (https://www.alm.com/pr
policy-new/)

PUBLICATIONS

The American Lawyer
(/americanlawyer/)

Corporate Counsel (/corpcounsel/)

National Law Journal
(/nationallawjournal/)

New York Law Journal
(/newyorklawjournal/)

New Jersey Law Journal
(/njlawjournal/)

The Recorder (/therecorder/)

More Publications › (/publications/)

LAW TOPICS

Litigation (/topics/litigation/)

Deals and Transactions (/topics/deals-
and-transactions/)

Law Firm Management (/topics/law-
�rm-management/)

Legal Practice Management
(/topics/legal-practice-management/)

Cybersecurity (/topics/cybersecurity/)

Intellectual Property
(/topics/intellectual-property/)

More Law Topics › (/topics/)

RANKINGS

Am Law 100
(/americanlawyer/rankings/the-2019-

am-law-100/)

Am Law 200
(/americanlawyer/rankings/the-2018-
am-law-200--the-american-lawyer/)

Global 100
(/americanlawyer/rankings/global-

100/)

National Law Journal 500
(/nationallawjournal/rankings/the-nlj-

500/)

Pro Bono Scorecard
(/americanlawyer/rankings/pro-bono/)

The A-List
(/americanlawyer/rankings/a-list/)

More Rankings › (/rankings/)

MORE

Events (/events/)

Legal Compass
(https://www.alm.com/intelligence/solutions-

we-provide/business-of-law-
solutions/legal-compass/)

Editorial Calendar (/editorial-calendar/)

Legal Dictionary
(https://dictionary.law.com/)

Lawjobs.com (http://lawjobs.com/)

Law Firms (/law-�rms/)

Law Schools (/topics/legal-education/)

Legal Newswire (/legalnewswire/)

Verdict Search
(https://verdictsearch.com/featured-

verdicts/)

LAW.COM

Law.com US Edition

Law.com Int'l Edition (/inte
edition/)

Brie�ngs (/static/brie�

Analysis (/analysis

Podcasts (/podcas

Webcasts (/webcast

ALM Legal Publication Newsletters

 (/)

FOLLOW US   (https://www.facebook.com/LawdotcomALM/)  (https://twitter.com/lawdotcom)  (https://www.linkedin.com/company/law-com/) 

(http://feeds.feedblitz.com/law/legal-news/)

About Us (/static/about-us/) /  Contact Us (/static/contact-us/) /  Site Map (/sitemap/) /  Advertise With Us (/static/advertise-with-us/) /  Customer Service (https://www.alm.com/co
/  Terms of Service (https://www.alm.com/terms-of-use/) /  FAQ (/static/frequently-asked-questions/) /  Privacy Policy (https://www.alm.com/privacy-policy-new/)

Copyright © 2020 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

TOPICS  (/TOPICS/)  SURVEYS & RANKINGS  (/RANKINGS/)  CASES  (/THERECORDER/CASE-DIGESTS/)  ALL SECTIONS  (/THERECORDER/SITEMAP/)

https://store.law.com/Registration/myAccount.aspx?promoCode=CA#/EmailPref
https://store.law.com/Registration/myAccount.aspx?promoCode=CA#/EmailPref
https://www.alm.com/privacy-policy-new/
https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/
https://www.law.com/corpcounsel/
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/
https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/
https://www.law.com/therecorder/
https://www.law.com/publications/
https://www.law.com/topics/litigation/
https://www.law.com/topics/deals-and-transactions/
https://www.law.com/topics/law-firm-management/
https://www.law.com/topics/legal-practice-management/
https://www.law.com/topics/cybersecurity/
https://www.law.com/topics/intellectual-property/
https://www.law.com/topics/
https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/rankings/the-2019-am-law-100/
https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/rankings/the-2018-am-law-200--the-american-lawyer/
https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/rankings/global-100/
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/rankings/the-nlj-500/
https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/rankings/pro-bono/
https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/rankings/a-list/
https://www.law.com/rankings/
https://www.law.com/events/
https://www.alm.com/intelligence/solutions-we-provide/business-of-law-solutions/legal-compass/
https://www.law.com/editorial-calendar/
https://dictionary.law.com/
http://lawjobs.com/
https://www.law.com/law-firms/
https://www.law.com/topics/legal-education/
https://www.law.com/legalnewswire/
https://verdictsearch.com/featured-verdicts/
https://www.law.com/
https://www.law.com/international-edition/
https://www.law.com/static/briefings/
https://www.law.com/analysis/
https://www.law.com/podcast/
https://www.law.com/webcasts/
https://www.law.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LawdotcomALM/
https://twitter.com/lawdotcom
https://www.linkedin.com/company/law-com/
http://feeds.feedblitz.com/law/legal-news/
https://www.law.com/static/about-us/
https://www.law.com/static/contact-us/
https://www.law.com/sitemap/
https://www.law.com/static/advertise-with-us/
https://www.alm.com/contact-us/
https://www.alm.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.law.com/static/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.alm.com/privacy-policy-new/
https://www.law.com/topics/
https://www.law.com/rankings/
https://www.law.com/therecorder/case-digests/
https://www.law.com/therecorder/sitemap/

