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ECLOSURE AUCTIONS TO BE

BANNED AT COURTHOUSE STEPS

Crowds attending trustee sales
downtown are posing safety
coneerns, sheriff's officials say.
LILY LEUNG «U-T

Foreclosure auctions — a longtime fixture
at courthouse steps in California and across

the country — will be banned from downtown's

San Diego Superior Courthause starting Sept.
1. B :

Trustee sales and people’s interest in them
have exploded since the recession, with atten-

3

dance increasing from a handful to at times

- morethan 100 people since 2008. The increase

in traffic has posed safety and security con-
cerns for attendees and those tending to court
business, said Michael Roddy, the court’s ex-
ecutive officer. ' ;

The daily disruptions prompted the San Di-
ego County Sheriff’s Department, which pro-
vides security for the courthouse, to recom-
mend a ban on trustee sales at the site at 220

- West Broadway and outside the Hall of Justice

at 830 West Broadway. Superior Court Judge
Kevin A. Enright on July 1 signed the court or-
: SEE AUCTIONS - A6
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AUCTIONS - Popularity of trustee sales has increased during economic downturn

‘ROM Al
ier authorizing the ban.
Auctions at courthouses

n Vista and El Cajon will

a0t be affected because
aeither have had access
sroblems.

Trade group United Trustr
2es Association plans to'cor-
sespond ‘with court officials
0! outline the detriment
;he ban could cause trustee
:ompanies and borrowers'if
;he location'is changed, said
Michelle Mierzwa, a local
member: of the organization

and part of the group’s legis-

ative committee.

Sincethe downtown court-
aouse draws large crowds,
;hat means more bids and
sotentially higher prices for
listressed homes. Tt also
neans ‘more money that
2ould go back to boprowers,
Mierzwa said. -

Foreclosure auctloneers
1ave used the downtown
rourthouse steps since' the
suilding’s inception in the

(960s. Early on, the activity -

was “three or four people
standing out there,” Roddy
said. But attendance shot up
as the economy worsened
and more people lost their
1omestobanks.

Crowds of investors and

:he curious stake their plac- .

38 outside the entrance of
he courthouse from about
{0/a:m: to2 p.m. every day to
1ear about:and bid onhomes:
Some sit in lawn chairs with
aptops, and othersidle atthe
staircasesthat lead uptothe
main entrance. Tour. groups
aven turn up.

“Qut, of tradition, these
sales have been held on the
steps ofthe courthouse from
1'time when/such salesiwere
zonducted by the court,” Rod-
1y said. “Thatis nolongerthe
2ase; these are commercial
activities being conducted on
public property. These sales
aot onlylack proper permits
for conducting business in
such a manner but they im-
pact court business.”

Court officialshave mailed

. enoanvg

Avuctioneer Jay Gafne:: provides instructions to potential bldders on Monday in front of the San Diego _
Superior Courthouse at 220'W: Broadway. JOHN GIBBINS + U-T PHOTOS _

A buyer stampshis paperwork at the ¢lose of an
auction 6n Monday outside downtown!s San'Diego
Superior Courthouse. Such auctions will be banned
starting inSeptember.

notices to trustee companies’

that Aug, 31 is the last day
they can legally hold a sale
around the courthouse’s pe-
rimeter.

The change will apply to

trustee sales of nonjudicial

foreclosure sales, which
means thel court system is

notinvolved. Californiaispri-

marily anonjudicial state.
Court officials are not re-

sponsible for finding an al-

. termative venue. It's unclear

where trustee companies will
go, but they’re operating on

a tight schedule because all
trustee sales require atleast -

“ :Cour-t order .ekcerpi" 2
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This Order is necessary to ensure the safe, secure, and
orderly use of:and'access to the Superior: Court, County.
of San Diego courthouse fagilities; to minimize activities

. which unreasonably disrupt, interrupt, or interfere with the

orderly.canduct of court business; and to promiote: the free
mgress and egressat court facilities.

: —July 1.court order: slgned by,
Superior Court Judge Kevin A. Enright

three-weeks’ public notice.
Foreclosuré auctions'ean
be beld anywhere within‘the
county where the properties
are located as'long as they
are properly noticed, 'said
Mierzwa, of the trustees
organization and corporate
counsel for Cal-Western

Reconveyance Corporation .

basedinEl Cajon.
Roddy said Superior Court

* officials ave working with ‘a

company that had already
posted some notices: past

Sept: 1 at the downtown lo:
cation before the ban was
made official. The company
could'repost the notice, bul
that can cost up to $1,00C
permnotice.

Riverside and Los Ange
les' counties have recently
taken: similar measures tc
stop foreclosure auctions
atitheir/courts.
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