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Marsha Townsend received the Dorothy Schick Veteran 
Member of the Year Award for her work as a Board mem-
ber for many years; her great work as the Association’s Chief 
Financial Officer for two years; her service on the Nomination 
Committee for several years.  “She also often provides UTA 
with regulatory information and updates,” said UTA President 
Randy Newman in presenting the award.

Andrew Boylan received the Suzanne Kelly New Member of 
the Year Award for “being actively involved in lobbying in both 
Sacramento and Olympia, Washington; for drafting legislative 
language on several issues affecting trustees in California; and 
for speaking at a UTA dinner event,” said Newman.

The awards honor members for their service and contributions 
to the Association and the industry and are given to a member 
who has elevated the Association in its mission to foster and 
promote the quality of the default services industry through 
their extraordinary efforts and dedication. Award winners are 
nominated by UTA’s Committee Chairs and Board Members 
with a final determination of the winner made by the Board of 
Directors.

Marsha Townsend and 
Andrew Boylan Receive 

Member of the Year Awards
 

MARSHA TOWNSEND AND ANDREW BOYLAND RECEIVED AWARD FROM 

RANDY NEWMAN

Marsha Townsend of Mortgage Lender Services was 
awarded the Dorothy Schick Veteran Member 
of the Year Award while Andrew Boylan, Esq. of 

McCarthy Holthus was the recipient of the Association’s 
Suzanne Kelly New Member of the Year award at the UTA’s 
annual meeting, held November 7th during the Association’s 
41st Annual Education Conference.

Dorothy Schick Veteran Member of the Year Winners

2016 – Marsha Townsend
2015 – Patric Kelly
2014 – Martin McGuinn
2013 – Cathe Cole-Sherburn
2012 – Gary Wisham
2011 – Deborah Kaufman
2010 – Susan Pettem
2009 – Scott Sibley
2008 – Felita Kealing
2007 – Linda Kidder
2006 – Deborah Brignac
2005 – Lorrie Womack

Suzanne Kelly New Member of the Year Winners

2016 – Andrew Boylan
2015 – Kate Heidbrink
2014 – Albert Garcia
2013 – Victoria Adams
2012 – Kathy Shakibi
2011 – Linda Frink
2010 – Michelle Mierzwa
2009 – Randy Newman
2008 – Mary Speidel
2007 – David Fennell
2006 – Rex Anderson and Christopher Perry
2005 – Michael Brooks
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UTA Thanks Stephens, 
Gharahman and Babigian 

For Extraordinary Service
 

UTA PRESIDENT RANDY NEWMAN WITH MICHELLE STEPHENS, 

ANI GHARAHMAN AND VAHN BABIGIAN

UTA President Randy Newman presented Michelle 
Stephens and Ani Gharahman of The Daily Journal 
as well as Vahn Babigian of Metropolitan News 

Company with appreciation and acknowledgement during the 
Association’s Annual Business Meeting on November 7th dur-
ing the 41st Annual Education Conference.

“The Daily Journal, and specifically Ani Gharahman and 
Michelle Stephens have been stalwart supporters of UTA for 
many years,” said Newman.   “They have been exhibitors and 
conference supporters at every conference UTA.  They have 
provided raffle gifts for every dinner event for many years.”

In honoring Vahn Babigian, Newman stated; “We would like 
to honor and thank the Metropolitan News Company, and spe-
cifically Vahn Babigian who has been a stalwart supporter of 
UTA.  He has exhibited and been a conference supporter for 
UTA for many years and Vahn has sponsored many dinner 
events for the past few years – and who can forget his ‘candy 
flowers’ for each table – as well as the great prize that he always 
brings for the dinner raffle?”

Randy Newman Honored 
for UTA Achievements

 CATHE COLE-SHERBURN AND RANDY NEWMAN

Outgoing UTA President Randy Newman of Total 
Lender Solutions was honored by the Association for 
his tremendous contributions to UTA during UTA’s 

Annual Meeting Luncheon, held November 7th at the La 
Quinta Resort in La Quinta, California.

“Randy Newman served two years as President of the 
Association – and he guided us with a steady hand and with 
wisdom during a period of difficulty for the industry,” said 
UTA Vice-President, Cathe Cole-Sherburn.

“Prior to serving as President, he served as Chief Financial 
Officer for two years.  He has taught numerous California cer-
tification classes to new members and non-members over the 
past decade and he has provided specific and accurate updates 
to the information taught, as well.  And the reviews consis-
tently rated him as an excellent teacher.  He has served as a 
speaker at several dinner events over the past few years, always 
providing informative information for members.  He has ac-
tively lobbied on behalf of UTA at our annual lobby days.,” said 
Sherburn.  “And don’t forget, what a great host he was during 
70’s night’s ‘Dating Game’ at last year’s conference!” she added.
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UTA Announces 2017 

Officers

UTA PRESIDENT-ELECT CATHE COLE-SHERBURN 

UTA’s Board of Directors has voted in the Association’s 
Officers for 2017.  They will assume their positions be-
ginning February 1, 2017.

Cathe Cole-Sherburn of Trustee Corps, based in Irvine, 
California will serve as the Association’s President.  The 
President is the Chief Executive Officer of the Association, and 
subject to the control of the Board, oversees the general super-
vision, direction and control of the affairs of the corporation.

Elizabeth Knight of PLM Lender Services, based in Campbell, 
California will serve as the Association’s Vice President.  The 
Vice President performs duties as assigned by the President 
and performs and exercises the powers of the President in the 
absence of the President.

Chet Sconyers of First American Trustee Servicing Solutions, 
based in Westlake, Texas will serve as the Association’s Chief 
Financial Officer.  The CFO is responsible for safeguarding 
all funds received by the Association, and for their proper 
disbursement.

Michelle Mierzwa, Esq., of Wright, Finlay & Zak based in 
Newport Beach will serve as the Association’s Secretary.  The 
Secretary ensures that the Association is operating in compli-
ance with the Bylaws.

Randy Newman of Total Lender Solutions, based in San Diego, 
California will serve as the Immediate Past President. 

The five Officers are empowered to cumulatively make poli-
cy decisions that require immediate action between board 
meetings.

UTA Honors Mike Skene

SUE SKENE ACCEPTED PLAQUE ON BEHALF OF

HER HUSBAND, MIKE SKENE

UTA honored Mike Skene of Title Solutions for his 
many contributions to UTA at the Association’s an-
nual meeting on November 7th.  Mike passed away in 

October.

“On behalf of the Board of Directors of the United Trustees 
Association, I am saddened to report the tragic recent loss 
of Mike Skene, a longtime member and supporter of UTA.  
He will be missed very much,” said Susan Pettem of Novare 
Settlement Services, UTA Membership Chair, and a friend of 
Skene’s in presenting a plaque commemorating appreciation 
for his service to the Association.

“Mike was a member of the United Trustees Association and 
its predecessor, CTA, for over thirty years in various capaci-
ties as a title executive.   Mike and his wife Sue were one of the 
most beautiful couples we’ve seen.  Mike’s infectious laugh was 
often heard throughout the exhibit hall.  He was a pleasure to 
work with and an absolute treasure.  When UTA asked for his 
support, Mike was always there to give to UTA and CTA.  We 
would like to offer our sincere and heartfelt condolences to his 
lovely wife, Sue Skene, and to their beloved daughters on be-
half of the entire organization,” said Pettem.

Rande Johnsen of Trustee Corps also paid tribute to Skene 
with a touching tribute to their friendship.

Pettem and Johnsen presented the plaque to Mike’s wife Sue 
Skene, also a long-time UTA member.


